Tomorrow in 21st Century Bahy

Surrogacy Having a chi
mother is opening paren

ld by a surrogate
thaod to people for

whom it was never possible

The identity issue: how donated eggs
and sperm are redefining parenthood

L. ~
Hundreds of chitdren born In Ireland every
year are conceived tising eggs or sperm
sourced from Spain and other countries.
In part two of our 21st Century Baby
saries, Carl 0'Brien talks to the people
involved in the process and explores the
legal and ethical dileinmas they face
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VEXING QUESTIONS
T Sipadn, there are no problema with supply of
aprron of egga. The ddenthy of donors bty
protected by Inw, Ax a resull, plenty of peuple
are willlng to glve their genetic material, Moat
donors, ke Tl ate atudents whe
m_'mmlnl tn t (helr unlveralty,

"hin growlng use of donated egge and aperm
14 clanglag and chatlenglng mur very deflnltlon
of parenthond, Ac e aame tme, it ls
raising vexIng cibleal and legal question
children Tiave the 1ight to know who helped
Liring thein into the worki? How many children
acising frony an individusl doner Is ton many?
What obligatlan, if suy, ahould donora have (o
thelr offspring?

And ihere are bronder questlons: Doea donm -
asslstance merely open up the posslbllity of par-
enthood for those for whom [t was never
porsible? Or could we be on the tond to
cugenies, where chinoty parenta agonlse over

Egg donar Malau Oust
ohly hope (s that tiese children
are horn tn famillzs (hat wilt
tove thom", Mot aghy Jony
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donor profics, comparing 1Q leveln
thanul achlevements, intent on cn

SHORTLY AFTER Victora MacDonald
hadd her fhest child, friends and
nelghbours afien stopped to comment
onr how cute sha wns: she hid brown
ke, with a hint of rexd; long, alegant
firgers; and a cute nosa - all
clincterlstics of her futher, Dut they'd
often struggte to flnd a resemblance
wilh lor mother,

*Somo poopla might say, 'well, I
@t has e saina temporament

B3 you' aay wa have simltar
eyos,” MacDonnld snys.

it s llitte stwp lsa thoy ara s
different In sppearante, Cven though
Victorla carrled her doughter through
nine months of peegnnncy, there 1 no
genetks link botween thaim,

That's becaurzo Onbriolls was
concelvd afier her mother travelled 10
Spaln lo treetve a donoted egg, which
was (ertillsed with hor lusband's
sporm,

After four falled atlernpts at IVF,
MocDonald and her tusband reallsed
that It was getting laas and Inss likely
that ey could have a chid.

It was o physkeatly wnd emotionally
dralning process: Injections, hormorios,
fedlowing Ly the emationial lnpaat of
. cachimture,

They considered adoptlon, though
MacDonald™s wsband was less kotn in
any case, hey were getling older ~ ahe
wa1 45, ho was 50 - and the process
coutd take years Then, thelr consultant
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Wl educn-
Ing thely

=uggestod travelllng to Spaln for donor
aslslance,

As part of this peocess, the egy of on
anoaymaout donor wouli be fertitised
witly her husband's sperm; then, it
auceessfu, the resultlng embiyo would
ba transferred to her by,

“I struggled with the ldrn Wiltialty,”
says MacOonald, "Fvo always been
{nscinoted by my own farmily history,
I'va nlways beer the one who spoln

chlhl |l shave average?
nce of any leglsiatlon 10 govern
man repraduction - and (he polliical
eatablishamen llure to engage with the nrea
over the paat decade or more - means we
Dhaven't even liegun to grapple witls these ques-
on yet,

For Muston, It'a slinple,
onate lier egye wa wliculatie move 1o help
who sren't able Ive on

mllled

Her declsiun 10

would
thelr owa,
“My parents hind always (003 me shour all
heir diffienitles they Tmd {uvlnu children,” she
sayn, “It took them 12 yeara (o hiave me becane
ol thelr fertllity problen hat's why 1l i,
My liape Is that children from my eges ate borm
1o famitlen that will love them and can fnally
tiave lllrlr drearti come trie,”
§ fug eggn lsn't exactly
e Invaslve
wndd drogs fo lelp produce eggs, At tha
before yon even enter the nprulﬁlllh\'llrr 1t

]
alio time conmimlng anit Invalves 41 hours of
rest after the procednee,

Many people assumme ghe donated her eggs
for money, which annoys her,
€000 In xeics

e tecelved
e masbium allowable
w fereitiry clinbe, T
o vead o hielp othier par-

fon thi ey lelps,” she anys,
“Mut It's absurd to think someone would ga
thraugh ll of they for just €200,

IDENTITY OF DONORS
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Donors by numbers
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“My ouly hope fa that these children se borm
{0 fansliles that will love thens; that really have s
deslee to lsve them ™

‘The ellunir Busten gave hee ey to, the st
tto Masques 1) 1818, 1 e vensiugly pop:
lar with hitih ey ;mluu,umul for fertility
treatment, ATLMETAY Itk pibtlents atended
the cemre [ geeatinent g 2010, 1o fac), the
sumber of Irieh couples i3 rlsing 0 faw the
clinle apened a new patlent informstlon office
in I)uhl’n fast mnnith,

Atthe Tieadquartera n Dareelomn, you expect
a major lndusteinl or medical-type l‘-cllllf
Inotead, lta feel mos ¢ llke & health spn. The walls
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Figures vary, bt peegianies witly b
egge tend 10 fisve jrp avwrige shecesk sate of

Maxlmum
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quttern pens the possiblilly of "dest
habtes™ nnd screening for pnvlfylllm [
fralla thmt pagents might wish to avold,

If the Bareetona cllnle bs one of the biggrst
centren for cgge, Cryos n Denmmk s Enrope's
aperm eapltal, In fact, )t ling 50 many donors
hint it I8 restriethng aperm from Scandlnnviany
and in what scema an unuaually harzh move
for the glnger hued populatlon - red heads,

“We lave too tnany, Wre linve neady 500
donors free of quaramine - ihe sarhls Jargest
selectlon,” Ole Schon told The frish Thues
recently, “And we linve 600 donois an the
waliing lhs1,”

Prospeetive parents tend o Inok for differ ent

doar batet In life.
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I dow't think
donors should
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on your door
later in life
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“The back of sty clear lawi (o protect
the tlghts of chlldren, dnuors or reclp-
ent means theve v amd will

canthnue 10 be - & najor slortage of
donoe aperm or egge n Irelai.
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O'Connor alo warns of pateatisl conmplloa-
tons when [t comes 10 eucceslan rlglta for
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